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Book Genre Test 
“A Crippled Boy”, A Vietnamese Folk Tale by My-Van Tran
Long, ago there was a boy called Theo.  He was crippled in both legs and could hardly walk.  Since he could not work, he had no choice but to live on rice and vegetables which kind people gave him.  
Often he sat watching other children play and run about.  Unable to join them, he felt very miserable.  To amuse himself Theo practiced throwing pebbles at targets.  Hour after hour he would spend practicing his aim.  Having nothing else to do he soon learned to hit all his targets.  Other children took pity on him and gave him more pebbles to throw.  

One day Theo was under his favorite banyan tree.  To his surprise, he heard a drumbeat.  Soon he saw many men in official clothes.  It happened that the King was out for a country walk with some of his officials and was passing by Theo’s tree.

The King’s attention was caught by the unusual shadow of the tree.  He stopped and was very surprised to see little cripple Theo sitting there all alone.  Theo was very frightened and tried to get away; but he could not crawl very far.  The King asked Theo what he had been doing.  Theo told the King his story.  

Then the King asked Theo to demonstrate his skill at pebble throwing.  Theo was happy to do so.  The King was impressed and asked Theo to return with him to the palace where the King said:

“I have a little job for you to do.”

The following day, before the King had a meeting with his mandarins, he ordered Theo to sit quietly behind a curtain.  The King had ordered a few holes to be made in the curtain so that Theo could see what was going on.  

“Most of my mandarins talk too much,” the King explained.  “They never bother to listen to me or let me finish my sentence.  So if anybody opens his mouth to speak while I am talking, just throw a pebble into his mouth.  This will teach him to shut up.”  
Sure enough, just as the meeting was about to start one mandarin opened his big mouth, ready to speak. 

Oops!  Something got into his mouth and he quickly closed it.  

Another mandarin opened his mouth to speak but strangely enough he, too, shut his mouth without saying a word.  
A miracle had happened.  Throughout the whole meeting all the mandarins kept their silence.  
For once the King could speak as much as he wanted without being interrupted.  The King was extremely pleased with his success and the help that Theo had given him.  
After that he always treasured Theo’s presence and service.  So Theo remained happily at the palace, no longer needing to beg for food and no longer always sitting alone under the banyan tree.  

(Prentice Hall Literature, pg. 786)
Directions:

Read the story above.  Answer the following questions based on the story.  

1.  The banyan tree and the Palace are examples of:

a) Characters

b) Settings
c) Plots
2.  Theo practiced throwing pebbles and all the mandarins kept their silence are examples of:

a) Characters

b) Settings
c) Plot Developments
3.  The King and Theo are examples of:

a) Characters

b) Settings

c) Plots

4.  Theo remained happily at the palace is an example of what part of the story:

a) Exposition
b) Rising Action
c) Resolution
5.  Theo was very frightened and tried to get away is an example of what part of the story:

a) Falling Action
b) Rising Action
c) Climax
6.  He was crippled in both legs and could hardly walk is an example of what part of the story:

a) Introduction
b) Turning Point
c) Conclusion
7.  All the mandarins kept their silence  is an example of what part of the story:

a) Introduction

b) Turning Point

c) Conclusion

8.  The mood of the story is:
a) The Palace

b) Cheerful

c) Theo

9.  The theme of the story is:
a) Theo helped the King.

b) Mandarins talk too much.

c) Everyone has something useful that they do well.
10.  This story is an example of what type of fiction: 

a) Science Fiction
b) Short Story 
c) Novel
Directions:

Write the letter of the Setting that BEST matches the Genre.  Letters should ONLY be used one time.  
Genre

___11.  Fantasy
___12.  Historical Fiction
___13.  Science Fiction 
___14.  Realistic Fiction 
___15.  Mystery 
Setting

a)  At a Space Station
b)  At a Magical Castle
c)  World War II Battlefield
d)  In a Spooky Graveyard
e)  Riding a New York Subway

Answer these questions about Characters and Plot.  Fill in the blank with a Genre from the word bank.  Words CAN be used more than one time.  

WORD BANK : 
Science Fiction, Historical Fiction, Mystery, 
Realistic Fiction, Fantasy, Short Stories, Novels
16.  ___________________ have/has characters that could have existed at a time in history.

17.  ___________________ have/has characters that are magical.

18.  ___________________ have/has characters that solve a puzzle or answer a question.

19.  ___________________ have/has characters that are created by science and/or technology.

20.  ___________________ have/has a plot where characters have problems that are found in real life.  
21.  ___________________ have/has a plot where technology and/or science are used to solve a problem.  

22.  ___________________ have/has a plot where there is only one problem and the story can be read in one sitting.
23.  ___________________ have/has a plot where the character faces many problems at once and solves them throughout the story.  
24.  ___________________ have/has a plot where the author uses events that may have happened in history.  
25.  ___________________ have/has events that could not happen without the existence of magic or magical beings.  
26.  True or False
The plot reaches its highest level of conflict during the Climax.
27.  True or False 
The Conflict develops at the end of the story.  
28.  True or False 
The Introduction follows the Rising Action.  
29.  True or False 
The Exposition is when the problem in the story is solved.

30.  True or False 
The Falling Action leads to the Conclusion.

31.  Place the letters next to the five numbers on the plot diagram where they belong.  They are listed out of order.  
a)  Resolution

b)  Climax

c)  Rising Action

d)  Exposition

e)  Falling Action








   
32.  Write the title or the author of a novel.  This can be from the books you have read in the classroom or one you already know.  
33.  From the context of the story, “A Crippled Boy”, a mandarin is:

a) a police officer
b) an official
c) a type of tree
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