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Making Inferences (Unit 6) Test 
Part A – Inference or Fact
Directions: Read the paragraph and then write whether each statement is a stated Fact or an arrived at Inference.

Have you ever heard of a walking school bus?  Students in some parts of the United States travel by such buses every day.  The “driver” of these buses is often a parent.  He or she leads a group of students to and from school – on foot.  If the group is large, there is usually another adult who acts as the “conductor” and walks at the rear of the group to make sure that everyone stays together.  Students are picked up and dropped off at their homes.  Walking buses help students get fresh air and they also help reduce pollution and traffic congestion.  

____________ 1.  Walking school buses provide good exercise.  
____________ 2.  Two adults usually accompany a large group. 
____________ 3.  Slow walkers could cause a problem for a group.  
____________ 4.  Walking buses aren’t much fun in bad weather.  
Part B – True or False
Directions:  Write whether each statement is True or False in regards to making inferences.

____________ 5.  One should only use details that the text provides to make inferences.  

____________ 6.  A guess, reading between the lines and a logical prediction are words that mean almost the same as inference. 
____________ 7.  A reader can understand unstated information by making an inference. 

____________ 8.  It is not important to ask the following questions when making an inference: 1) What do I know about this topic and 2) How does what I know fit with what I have read?  

Part C – Multiple Choice
Directions:  Read the three selections below and choose the BEST answer for each question below the text.  
What are fossils?  Fossils serve as a blueprint for what happened on the earth millions of years in the past.  By studying fossils, scientists can learn what kinds of animals and plants lived on the earth a long time ago.   Fossils are the preserved remains or imprints of plants and animals that lived in other geological eras on earth.  For a fossil to form, a plant or animal must have been buried, so that neither air nor other animals could get at it.  Many living things have been buried or encased in mud.  For example, have you ever seen a fish fossil?  Scientists even discovered a wooly mammoth deep in the ice in North America.  When fossils have been collected and categorized, it is called a geological record.  As a result, we have a better understanding of what happened on earth over time.  

9.  You can tell that…
A) it must have been difficult for the mammoth to get stuck in ice.
B) no one uses geological records.
C) fossils are sometimes blue.
D) all different sizes of animals can become fossils. 
10.  The reader can infer that…
A) fossils no longer exist.
B) what we know about the past is due to studying fossils. 
C) fish fossils are the most common type of fossil.
D) only animals can become fossils.
11.  Based on the information, you can say that…
A) fossils are able to form even if an animal get at it.
B) just recently we have discovered how to use fossils.  
C) fossils are worth a lot of money.  
D) fossils won’t form if air get in it.  
12.  Based on the text, one inference the reader can make is that…
A) amber is a common material in which to find fossils.  
B) mud is a common material in which to find fossils.  
C) a geological records can only go back a few hundred years.
D) scientists are not interested in fossils at all.  
Horses were his life.  Jason wanted a horse for Christmas from his parents, but he knew it was impossible.  He had been working at the local barn taking care of others’ horses and saving his money.  He knew he didn’t have enough money to buy a horse, yet.  Daydreaming and dragging along to work on Saturday morning, he stumbled into his boss who wanted to talk.  That was odd, the boss rarely worked at the barn or with horses since he had a lot of paperwork to do.  Just then, his parents drove up along with the owner of Oreo, his favorite horse.  Then, his boss began to explain that Oreo’s owner had to move out of state.  Jason stood there shocked.  Oreo’s owner said, “Here, I think you’ll need these,” and placed Oreo’s bridle and saddle in front of Jason.

13.  You can tell that Jason’s boss…
A) knows that Jason deserves the horse.  
B) doesn’t like Oreo’s owner.
C) works in the stalls with Jason most of the time.
D) wants Jason to take better care of Oreo.  
14.  When the owner gives Jason Oreo’s saddle, you can infer that…
A) the owner wants Jason to saddle the horse so the owner can ride him.
B) Oreo has not been trained with a saddle.
C) Jason has enough money to buy the saddle from him.
D) the owner wants to give Oreo to Jason.  
15.  The mood created in this story changes from…
A) scared to sad.
B) excited to happy.
C) sad to happy.
D) scared to happy.
16.  You can tell that Jason’s parents believe that…
A) Jason needs to quit his job at the stables. 
B) Oreo is too expensive.
C) Jason’s boss is a mean man.
D) Jason is responsible.  
Superstitions came to be in ancient times because people didn’t always understand what was happening in the world.  For example, ancient people did not understand diseases the way we do in modern medicine.  Instead, when someone was sick, they thought that evil spirits made the person ill.  To cure or protect the sick person, they followed customs based on superstition, hoping to control the evil spirits.  For example, in Greece, mothers had developed ways to protect their sleeping babies from witches.  When a mother put the baby to sleep, she would sing a lullaby.  Next, she would stand in front of the fire and turn around three times.  By performing this ritual, the mother would believe her baby safe from witches.  Many superstitions are still believed today.    

17.  You can tell that people in ancient Greece…
A) held more than one superstition.  
B) liked to sing.
C) were sick a lot.
D) were afraid of fire.
18.  When a mother put her baby to sleep, you can infer that…

A) the baby had to listen to a song or the infant wouldn’t sleep.

B) she would put of the fire in the kitchen.  

C) she put garlic around the baby’s neck.  

D) she thought her baby could be harmed by evil spirits. 
19.  You can tell that evil spirits were…
A) not believed in by the ancient Greeks.
B) used to explain many mysteries by the ancient Greeks.  
C) all called witches.
D) only interested in babies.  
20.  Which is a true statement about superstitions?
A) Going to the doctor for a cold is a modern superstition.  
B) Taking medicine is a modern superstition.  
C) Trying not to break a mirror is a modern superstition.  
D) Playing ring-around-the-rosie is a modern superstition.  
Part D – Making Inferences as a Comprehension Strategy 

Directions:  Choose the BEST answer for each question.
21.  Four types of clues that you can use in non-fictional or fictional narrative text are…
A) Music, Sound Effects, Voices, Spoken Words
B) Colors, Textures, Pictures, Photographs
C) Title, Subheadings, Deck, Graphs
D) Characters, Setting, Mood, Plots or Events 
22.  Types of visual clues that you can use to make inferences in texts like videos or artwork are…
A) Characters, Setting, Mood, Plots or Events
B) Music, Sound Effects, Voices, Spoken Words
C) Colors, Textures, Objects, People 
D) Title, Subheadings, Deck, Graphs
23.  Types of audio clues that you can use to make inferences in texts like multimedia videos, radio or music… 

A) are Music, Sound Effects, Voices, Spoken Words 
B) are Title, Subheadings, Deck, Graphs
C) are Characters, Setting, Mood, Plots or Events
D) are Colors, Textures, Objects, People
24.  When reading for comprehension, it is the reader’s job to…
A) read the text more than one time.
B) use strategies to improve his/her understanding.
C) make inferences to fill in the blanks between what the author says and what you need to know.
D) all of the above 
25.  One example of making an inference is…
A) guessing a random number generated by a computer.  
B) determining that Janie is a cat because she was prescribed feline medicine.  
C) repeating the final score of a football game to a friend.   

D) expressing your opinion about whether riding the bus or carpooling is better.
26.  Prior knowledge is…
A) knowledge you get from a dictionary.  
B) knowledge you get from the teacher.
C) knowledge that is already in your head. 
D) knowledge that you get from a friend.  
Part E – Making Quick Inferences / Directions:  Choose the BEST answer for each question.

27.  I almost had made it when my mom shouted to come down for dinner. My eyes were dry from focusing so much, but I couldn’t stop now.  My hands were held in front of me and the television made odd noises.  
A) The person is watching a movie.
B) The person is doing homework on the computer.

C) The person is playing a console game. 
D) The person is at home.  
28.  Nikki kept the lights on when she went to bed.  Her mom was right; she shouldn’t have watched that movie.
A) Nikki had watched a movie about monsters. 
B) Nikki had watched a movie about sharks.
C) Nikki had watched a movie about how to train horses.
D) Nikki had watched a PG movie.
29.  Angel picked up the bat and gave a few test swings.  The boy on the dirt mound then threw a ball.  
A) Angel is a girl.
B) Angel is playing soccer.
C) Angel is in Little League.  
D) Angel is a good pitcher.
30.  Joey tried to stay awake.  The snow fell.  It was almost midnight; he thought he heard bells in the sky.
A) Joey is watching the snow.
B) Joey is waiting for his parents to get home.
C) Joey is waiting for a bus.
D) Joey is waiting for a man in a red suit with presents. 
Part F – Long Answer
Directions:  
Step 1:  Choose 1 (one) of the following 2 (two) questions.  
Step 2:  Use a separate sheet of loose leaf paper to write your answers.  
Step 3: Write a complete paragraph answer for the question.  
Step 4: Don’t forget to write the question number in the left margin next to your paragraph.  
31.  How does your skill at making inferences relate to the Seven Steps strategy?  Make at least three points of comparison in your paragraph.    
32.  How have you been inferring in your daily life?  Name one time and add at least four supporting details in your paragraph.
(End of Test.  Double check your work before turning in.)
